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IMPORTANT CAMP CONTACT

INFORMATION
Camp Wantago At

The F.M. Kirby Children’'s Center
Of The Madison Area YMCA

54 East Street

Madison, NJ 07940

Telephone: (973) 377-4945
Fax: (973) 377-8534
Website: www.madisonareaymca.org

The Camp Wantago program is a recreational enrichment program committed
to the preservation of childhood & its rights of passage. It is our belief
that play, even through the middle childhood years, continues to be the
primary vehicle of social-emotional, cognitive, & morale development. We
strive to provide places & programs, which ensure school age children the
necessary freedom, independence, support & guidance to grow & learn.

Pre-Camp Checklist

____Review Parent Packet ____Pay any outstanding payments
____Complete forms needed ____Turn in Medical Forms prior to
for 1°" day your child starting camp
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We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities

3




Preparing for Camp: Partnering with Parents & Campers

YMCA Camp Wantago will make every effort to ensure your child has a
wonderful experience at camp.

Helping Campers Succeed
The following can act as a guide to communicating with your child
about different aspects of camp. The number one characteristic of a
successful camper at YMCA Camp Wantago is that the camper wants
to be at camp. Campers who understand what the camp experience is,
and want to get the most fun out of their time at camp, will create a
successful experience for themselves and others.
Happy campers are: Emotionally stable and independent enough to
enjoy the camp experience; emotionally appropriate with peers and
staff; and physically safe with self and others. We expect campers to
uphold the YMCA values: Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Caring.
Teamwork is a big part of the camp experience. Many of our activities
are designed to give campers the opportunity to move out of their
comfort zone (i.e., climbing, group building, etc.). Campers will travel
around camp with a group, or at least with a buddy, at all times. Some
of these things might seem like “work” to your child and it is important
to prepare for these aspects of camp — as well as for the fun!
Camper Behavior Management is implemented with care and respect
by our staff. There are some times when a camper’s behavior detracts
from the overall experience of the cabin group by requiring excessive
one-on-one attention from the staff. Our partnering with parents has
been very successful!

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

All programs at YMCA Camp Wantago are designed to promote positive values. The
YMCA focuses on four primary character values each of which is assigned a color that
helps the staff in the character education process. YMCA staff are hired based on their
commitment to accept and demonstrate these positive values in their own lives. The four
values are:

CARING (Red) RESPECT (Yellow)

Help Others Value the worth of myself & others
Be sensitive to feelings Treat others as | want to be treated
HONESTY (Blue) RESPONSIBILITY (Green)

Tell the truth Do what needs to be done

Make sure my actions & values match Be accountable for my behavior




(Alphabetical listing by subject)

CENERAL INFORMATION

Arrival Times: All campers should arrive at camp by 8:30 AM. We encourage campers to
arrive by 8:30 AM due to most field trips leaving PROMPTLY @ 9:00 AM. Please see
arrival/pick-up times & field trip sections for further clarifications.

Attendance: Attendance for all campers is taken on a daily basis. For liability and safety
reasons, it is extremely important we know when your child is or is not in camp. PLEASE
MAKE SURE YOU SIGN YOUR CHILD IN/OUT DAILY. You can also call our Main
Office to notify us if your child will NOT be attending camp.

Bag Lunches: If your child is a PICKY EATER please provide them with a bagged lunch.
Pack enough food as the campers are active throughout the day and burn a lot of energy.
Refrigeration is provided for storing lunches.

Cancellation Policy: There will be no refunds or transfers of deposits at any time. No
refunds or transfers of camp fees if cancellation occurs.

Child Abuse Prevention: Camp Wantago has developed a policy on the prevention of child
abuse that indicates the following provisions:

) Staff and volunteers will be alert to the physical and emotional state of all campers. Any
sign of injury or suspected abuse will be reported to the Camp Director and appropriate
authorities immediately.

1 The Camp will not release a child to anyone other than the authorized parents/guardians or
other individual authorized, in writing, by parents. Sign-in and sign-out logs will be
maintained on a daily basis.

"1 YMCA staff and volunteers will not verbally or emotionally abuse or punish children.

1 YMCA staff and volunteers will not discipline children by use of physical punishment or
by failing to provide the necessities of care such as food and shelter.

[ Reference checks on all prospective YMCA employees are conducted, documented and
filed prior to employment. Criminal record checks are conducted on all staff and program
volunteers.

] Staff training includes information about the signs of child abuse and the appropriate
procedures for responding to the suspicion of abuse.

Choices: The time of the day when the children will get the opportunity to choose which
activities they will participate in for the afternoon.




Clothing: Campers should wear simple, non-restrictive clothing that you do not mind getting
dirty, muddy, wet, and possibly ruined. Shorts, jeans, sweatpants, and t-shirts are good
choices. Campers are encouraged to wear sturdy, closed toed shoes (sneakers) at all times on
camp. If sandals are worn, they must be changed before outdoor/gym play. Flip flops or
slide-on type sandals are not permitted for use as daily footwear, HOWEVER they are
permitted @ the pool. To minimize the chance of misplaced clothing, please label all clothing
properly. We are not responsible for lost or missing items.

Please do not bring any of the following clothing/personal items to camp.

1. Clothing that is not in good taste or appropriate for promoting a healthy lifestyle such as:
a. T-shirts that are sexually suggestive or explicit clothing that advertises alcohol or tobacco.
b. Clothing that contains symbols, which are drug, tobacco, alcohol or gang related.

c. Clothing that does not appropriately cover the body causing distractions to others of the
opposite sex.

d. All swimwear must be in good taste.

e. Our rule of thumb is that if you can’t wear it at school, you shouldn’t wear it at camp.
Campers wearing inappropriate clothing will be required to change.

2. Expensive or name brand items that could be stolen or damaged due to normal camp
activities.

3. Any items with sentimental value that CANNOT be replaced.

Core Value Hour: Campers will participate in Community Service projects called Core
Value Hour. The children will be required to do at least 1 hour of community service per
week.

D.E.A.R: (Drop Everything And Read) During their week at camp, campers will have at
least a 2 of reading time EVERY DAY. MOST schools have reading/book lists that they are
required to read throughout the summer & we are going to help facilitate their reading.

NOTE: Camp Wantago is not responsible for loss or theft of personal belongings. We
discourage bringing valuable items or expensive clothing to camp.

Discipline Policy: Our intent is for all children to have a very positive and enriching
experience at our camp. Clear rules and limits for the campers will be set at the beginning of
camp and reviewed weekly. However, we may run across discipline problems during the
summer. It is essential that parents and camp staff work together on this issue to encourage
positive behavior for all of our campers. Listed below is our discipline policy, please
review with your child before attending camp & sign & return the correct copy.
Campers are expected to be courteous and friendly to all campers and staff members.




Improper language, name-calling, fighting, stealing, and disrespect to others will not be
tolerated. We reserve the right to remove a camper from a camp session or program for
improper behavior without a refund. PLEASE REFER to our Progressive Discipline Policy.

Diversity: Campers at Camp Wantago will participate in a diversity activity throughout the
week. Here at Camp Wantago we want to give the children a chance to see the world from
other people’s perspective. Which means they have to sometimes come out of their “comfort
zones” and do things they wouldn’t normally do? We will not force any child to participate
but, we will encourage them to try the activity that is being presented.

Evaluation of Camp: Your evaluation of our programs, facilities, equipment, staff, and
service is very important to us. On the last day of camp, you will receive a parent’s packet
which will contain a camp evaluation form for you and your child to complete. Please take a
few minutes to fill out the form with your child. The information gained from these
evaluations helps us improve and expand our programs and services.

Excessive Heat and Rainy Day Schedules: Local weather radar and the National Weather
Service is monitored 24 hours/day. The regular daily scheduled activities will be altered and
a special modified curriculum will be implemented during days with excessive heat and rain.
In the event of poor weather, YMCA Camp Wantago is able to provide shelter to the entire
camp population.

Field Trips: Children will go on 1 field trip per week & here at Camp Wantago and they
must arrive at camp no later than 8:30. We DO NOT provide alternate care, if your child
does not attend the trip they CAN NOT attend camp that day.

Healthy Living: Camp practices what parents and health professionals are always saying: be
active, get up off the couch, turn off the TV/computer, stop snacking before meals, listen to
others, cooperate, eat a variety of foods and sleep well. Whether your child is eating three
healthy meals a day + snack provided by camp or eating your home prepared bag lunch +
snack, it is not uncommon for your child to lose some weight and improve their muscle tone
while at camp. They will be outdoors and kept active from the beginning to the end of their
day, something many children in today’s society are not used to.

Ice Cream: Every Friday the ice cream truck comes to Camp Wantago. Please send your
child between $1.00 - $3.00 on Fridays for the ice cream truck. If your child does NOT have
money, they will NOT get ice cream.

Kids Central: In the event that there is inclement weather, or if a group’s trip is cancelled we
may go over and use the Kid’s Central facility at the Family Center.

Lost & Found: Our staff encourages campers to take responsibility for their belongings. If
your child has lost an item, please check the Lost & Found Center (located next to the door by the
sideyard). Every effort is made to return “clearly marked” items; however, due to the large
volume of items we accumulate, long-term storage is not possible. Unclaimed items are held
for one week before they are disposed of.




Meals: We provide the children with a nutritious breakfast, lunch & afternoon snack. Menus
are in 4 or 5 week cycles and are posted throughout the building & also available for parents
to take home.

Movie Viewing Permission Slip: The movies that are selected for your child are age-
appropriate movies, which are either rated either G or PG. We will be viewing movies every
Friday during the summer. We do not intend to show more than one movie per week unless;
we have some really bad weather that would keep us inside for most of the week. In that
case, we try to limit ourselves to two movies per week.

Payments: Camp balances must be paid in full by Friday, June 4, 2010, '4 of camp
payment was due on Monday, May 3™, 2010. All registrations made after June 4t must be
paid in full at time of registration.

Personal Property: Each child will receive their own lockers where they can store there
belongings. If your child would like to have a lock on their locker, they MUST provide the
Camp Director with a copy of the key or a copy of the combination; in the event that they
loose or forget it.

Session Changes: We require written consent to change by the parent. Any additional
session changes will incur a $10 service fee.

Staff: With the guidance of our experienced, well-trained staff, each camper develops their
own adventure. There are two things we strive to provide every camper while in our care; the
building of friendships that will last a lifetime and the sheer delight in experiencing and
mastering a new skill.

Our staff are selected for their maturity, character and leadership capabilities, as well as their
desire to be positive role models and mentors to our campers. Prior to being hired, they
receive background checks to verify their character and moral standing. Most are former
Camp Wantago campers whom we have known for several years.

The instruction our campers receive, both individually and in small groups, is an advantage
that only a camp our size can offer. Our wide range of programs contributes to the
development of self-confidence, sense of accomplishment, physical and mental growth.
Within their camp group, the counselor and campers develop group living dynamics that
cannot be found at all camps. Laughter, camaraderie, a helping hand and new friendships that
will long endure are the goal.

Sunscreen: We provide sunscreen for children but, if your child is allergic to sunscreen,
please provide them us with a bottle.

Swimwear Policy: Campers should have appropriate swimwear that does not have
detachable straps, strings or ties (including halters). Swim suits should allow campers to
swim without restrictions.

Telephone: Except for emergency purposes, campers are not allowed to use the phone.
Campers are not allowed to possess or use cell phones. If your child brings a cell phone to
camp, our staff have been instructed to collect the phone and put it in a safe place until their
departure. The Camp Main phone number is: 973-377-4945.




Sample Daily Schedule

General Camp Stohedute

MONDAY TUEDAY | WEDNESDAY | THaRSoAY | FRIDAY
Breakfast 7:00 - 8:30 AM
Outdoor Play Outdoor Play Outdoor Play Outdoor Play Outdoor Play
8:30 - 9:00 8:30 - 9:00 8:30 - 9:00 8:30 - 9:00 8:30 - 9:00
Flagpote Flagpote Flagpote Flagpote Flagpote
9:00 - 9:30 9:00 - 9:30 9:00 - 9:30 9:00 - 9:30 9:00 - 9:30
Camptivitics Camptivities Camptintios Camptivities Canplinitics
9:30 - 70:30 9:30 - 70:30 9:30 - 70:30 9:30 - 70:30 9:30 - 70:30
SPECIAL SPECIAL SPECIAL SPECIAL SPECIAL
70:30 - 72:00 70:30 - 72:00 70:30 - 72:00 70:30 - 72:00 70:30 - 72:00
LUNCH 72:00-72:30
DEAR DEAR DEAR DEAR DEAR
72:45 - 7:75 72:45 - 7:75 72:45 - 7:75 72:45 - 7:75 72:45 - 7:75
fm/hn/iy fmhm’y fzf//hmiy fmhm’y fm’«m&y
7:30 - 2:70 7:30 - 2:70 7:30 - 2:70 7:30 - 2:70 7:30 - 2:70
Quict Astinties & Quiet Astinties & Quict Astinties & Quiet Astinties & Quiet Astinties &
Free Play Free Play Free Play Free Play Free Play
2:30 - 3:00 2:30 - 3:00 2:30 - 3:00 2:30 - 3:00 2:30 - 3:00

SHACK- 3:00 - 3:30

Outdoor Play- 3:30 - #:00

7" Choize - #:00 - 5:00

2% Chaive - 5:00 - 6:00

Flagpole: Is the time of the day where we raise the flag, do morning announcements, and

sign everyone in.

Camptivities: Is the time of the day where the children will have an opportunity to do
whole group activities where all of the groups can participate.

Specials: Specials can run anywhere from 1 %2 hours to up to 2 %2 hours, depending on the

activities & the needs of the group.




Camp Wantago 2010 Field Trips

Week 1 (6/28-7/2): Pizza & Dodge Field
Week 2 (7/5-7/9): Liberty Science Center
Week 3 (7/12-7/16): Sandy Hook

Week 4 (7/19-7/23): Statue of Liberty
Week 5 (7/26-7/30): Bronx Zoo

Week 6 (8/2-8/6): Keansburg Water Park
Week 7 (8/9-8/13): Sandy Hook

Week 8 (8/16-8/20): Stokes State Forest

*ALL trips are SUBJECT TO
CHANGE**
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A Letter To My Counselor

(Parent(s) please help your child fill this out & return to camp)

Dear Counselor,

My name is , and my friends call me

I have brothers, age(s) , and sisters, age(s)
(number) (number)

I live with (please circle):
Mom Dad Brother(s) Sister(s) Other:

In my spare time, I like to:

I am good at:

I am coming to Camp Wantago because:

T hope to be able to do the following things at
Camp:

When I'm at Camp, I hope to not do the following

things:

I get along with friends
who:

Camper's Name or signature:
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Madison Area YMCA
F.M. Kirby Children’s Center

Behavior Standards for Camp Wantago Children at the F.M. Kirby Center

Children are responsible for conducting themselves in a responsible manner
appropriate to their age and level of maturity. Proper behavior is expected at the
Kirby Center, on Kirby buses, at the Family Center, and on all field trips.

Children who attend the F.M. Kirby Children's Center shall:

1. follow the YMCA Core Values of Respect, Honesty, Responsibility, and
Caring;

follow the counselors’ and staffs’ directions at all times;

be polite and respectful toward all adults and classmates;

keep their hands and feet to themselves;

obey rules specific to the bus, gym, playground, and classrooms
including safety rules;

follow specific School Age Rules developed and agreed to by the
children;

walk when inside the building;

8. follow the Bus Behavior Standards when on the Kirby buses.

abrwd

o

~

Children who attend the F.M. Kirby Children's Center shall not:

fight with or hit another child or adult;

disrespect others;

disobey rules or counselors’ directions;

bite another child or adult;

spit at another child or adult;

use profanity or unacceptable or verbally abusive language;

vandalize center or personal property;

threaten with or use violence on any staff or child;

possess or be under the influence of any controlled substance without a

doctor’s prescription;

10. steal;

11. enter another child’s locker;

12. hide from or run away from the counselors, except during prearranged
play;

13. endanger other children, self, or staff;

14. throw food at any time, or throw any objects other than those intended to
be thrown at the appropriate time and in the appropriate environment
(balls outside or in the gym);

15.engage in any inappropriate behavior such as bullying, name calling,
gestures, slurs, disrespect, or insubordination;

16. possess weapons or dangerous materials.

©CoNoO~WNE
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What parents can expect from staff

e Staff shall implement age appropriate behavior expectations and
conseguences for misbehavior.

e Staff shall talk with child to elicit information about the misbehavior.

e Staff shall complete an Incident Form for any injury, including an injury that
has resulted from misbehavior.

e Staff shall bring to the attention of the School Age Director or School Age
Associate Coordinator any repeated or serious (violent) misbehavior.

e Staff shall use positive methods of guidance and discipline that are
consistent with the age and developmental needs of the child.

e Camp Director or other relevant supervisor shall report concerns regarding a
child’s behavior with that child’'s parent by phone call or at pick up time.
These conversations shall be documented.

e Staff shall apply discipline consistently to all children, while taking each
child’s developmental level into account.

e Executive or Camp Director shall request and/or require a Parent
Conference if she has concerns regarding a child’s misbehavior.

e Executive or Camp Director shall schedule a parent conference as the result
of any serious or continual misbehavior on the part of a child. The child shall
be suspended from the program, if necessary, until the conference has been
held.

e Executive or Camp Director may require that a child be referred to his or her
primary health care professional or mental health care professional for an
evaluation based on observed or documented serious or continual
misbehavior.

e Staff may recommend that a child be expelled from the program for repeated
misbehavior that endangers the child or others.
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Behavior Standards for Children on Kirby Center Buses

Children who ride on the F.M. Kirby Children's Center buses shall:

Follow the driver's and monitor’s directions at all times.
Leave school promptly and come directly to the bus.

Board and leave the bus in an orderly manner.

Use seat belts at all times and keep them snuggly fastened.
Remain seated while the bus is in motion.

Keep heads, hands and all objects inside the bus at all times.

Keep the aisles clear for other children who may be boarding or leaving the
bus.

Maintain a reasonable noise level.
Keep all personal items in book bags, unless given permission by monitor.
Refrain from the use of obscene language

Wait for the driver or monitor to indicate that it is time to unfasten seatbelts
and depart the bus.

Children who ride on the F.M. Kirby Children's Center buses shall not:

Stand up while the bus is in motion or change seats after they have been
seated.

Touch the Emergency Door or the back of the driver's seat.
Fight, sweatr, spit, or hit while on the bus.

Eat, drink, or chew gum while on the bus unless given permission by monitor
or bus driver such as while on field trips.

Throw any object within or out of the bus.
Hold any object out of the windows.

Deface the bus and/or its equipment.
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What parents can expect from bus staff

The bus driver of the F.M. Kirby Children's Center shall:

1.
2.

7.

8.

perform a bus check before using the bus;

load and unload children at the curbside of the vehicle or in a protected
parking area or driveway. Children may not be allowed to cross a street
unsupervised after leaving a vehicle.

check the absentee list before leaving the Center if a monitor is not
available;

notify the Center of any child who does not get on the bus who is
normally scheduled to do so;

notify the Transportation Coordinator of any problems concerning the
operation of the bus;

notify the Associate Director or School Age Director of any problems
concerning the behavior of children on the bus if a monitor was not on
the bus;

check to make sure that no child, backpack, or belongings are left on the
bus.

support the monitor in maintaining order on the bus.

The monitor riding on the F. M. Kirby Children Center’s bus shall:

1. check the absentee list before leaving the Center on a bus run;
2.
3. assure that accountability for the children is done in writing on the

maintain order on the bus;

attendance sheet by name as each child boards the vehicle or prior to
leaving the pick-up point;

make certain that all children scheduled to be picked up are accounted
for before completion of the run; if a child did not get on the bus and was
not listed as being out on the Bus Sheets, the monitor must check with
the office that the child has been accounted for.

notify the Associate Director or School Age Director of any problems
concerning the behavior of children on the bus;

check to make sure that no child, backpack, or belongings are left on the
bus.

The bus driver and monitor of the F.M. Kirby Children's Center shall not:

=

yell at the children, or demean them in any way;

hit, strike, or grab a child in any way (a child may be restrained for his or
her own safety, or the safety of the other children on the bus);

play inappropriate music or listen to inappropriate stations on buses
equipped with radios;

eat, drink or chew gum while on the bus unless children are also allowed
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to do so such as lunch while on field trips.

5. use tobacco or tobacco products at any time, with or without children on
the bus.

6. use his/her cell phone while the bus is in motion in accordance with NJ
state law.

Progressive Discipline Policy

Any of the misbehaviors listed in Behavior Standards for School Age Children at
the F. M. Kirby Center and Behavior Standards for Children on Kirby Center
Buses may result in the Progressive Discipline Policy being followed. Continued
inappropriate behavior may result in suspension from the program or termination.
Inappropriate behavior on the bus may result in the Kirby Center discontinuing
busing service for the child who misbehaves.

Possible Steps of Progressive Discipline

Talk to child

Verbal warning given to child and/or parent

Written warning given to parent

Parent Conference

Development of Behavior Management Plan (Kirby staff, parent, child)
Referral to physician or health care professional

Suspension

Termination

The School Age Director, with notification to the Executive Director, Senior Program
Director, Associate Director, or Associate Program Director, may suspend a student
for any serious and/or repeated infraction of Center rules. A suspension can be for
one to five days. A student may be recommended for expulsion for persistently
violating regulations or persistently misbehaving. Any student in possession of a
dangerous weapon will be expelled immediately.

Parent Expectations

All Kirby Center School Age staff will be trained in the Behavior Standards for
Camp Wantago Children at the F.M. Kirby Children’s Center, Behavior Standards
for Children on Kirby Center Buses, and the Progressive Discipline Policy.

Parental Responsibilities

If a parent has concerns about any aspect of the Kirby Before and After School
Program, she/he will contact the School Age Director. The School Age Director will
investigate the parents concerns and respond as soon as possible after gathering
information. If the parent is not satisfied with the resolution of the concern, the
parent will contact one of the Directors for further action.
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Parents must provide the center with any IEP or 504 plan, and give permission for
the school age staff to consult with the child’s school and mental health
professional as required. For academic and behavior purposes, parents must give
permission for relevant staff to have contact with their child’s teacher.

Parents who disrupt the operation of the program through failure to follow Center

procedures or who harass staff, children, or other parents may be excluded from
the program.

Parental Responsibilities

If a parent has concerns about any aspect of the Kirby Camp Wantago Program,
she/he will contact the Camp Director. The Camp Director will investigate the
parents concerns and respond as soon as possible after gathering information. If
the parent is not satisfied with the resolution of the concern, the parent will contact
one of the Directors for further action.

Parents must provide the center with any IEP or 504 plan, and give permission
for the school age staff to consult with the child’s school and mental health
professional as required. For academic and behavior purposes, parents must
give permission for relevant staff to have contact with their child’s teacher.
Information obtained will be shared with only those staff who require the
information in order to do their jobs.

B

The Camp Director(s) reserve the right to send your child home for reasons
such as discipline, or behavior that is inappropriate or a danger to
himself/herself or others. If you are asked to pick your child up from camp
for any reason you will be given 1 hour from the time of the phone call to pick
up your child. If your child is not picked up within the hour, your service may
be terminated.
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PARENT SIGN-OFF
(PLEASE either mail or return the first day of camp)

| have discussed the behavioral expectations with my child and agree that my child
will abide by the behavior standards outlined above. And by signing below, I
understand that serious or repeated infractions of the behavior standards may
result in my child being suspended or terminated from the program.

| have read over the field trip list, and by signing this document, | give my child
permission to attend the field trips on the list. | also understand that some trips
may be changed due to inclement weather, and an alternate trip will be posted
on the board the morning of the trip. | also give my child permission to attend the
alternate trip.

| have also read over the Movie viewing policy, as well as the Kids Central
paperwork and by signing below | agree that my child may participate in the age-
appropriate movie viewing as well as participating in trips to kids central.

By signing below | give my child/children permission to participate in the
“special” activities that Camp provides throughout the summer. This could
include bounce around, farm animals, etc.

| also by signing below | acknowledge that | have received a copy of and read
over the Camp Wantago Parent Handbook.

Child’s Name (Please Print)

Parent’s Signature
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